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In the crowded greenroom of a porn-movie production, hundreds of men mill around in their boxers,

awaiting their turn with the legendary Cassie Wright. An aging adult film star, Cassie Wright intends

to cap her career by breaking the world record for serial fornication by having sex with 600 men on

cameraÃ¢â‚¬â€•one of whom may want to kill her. Told from the perspectives of Mr. 72, Mr. 137,

Mr. 600, and Sheila, the talent wrangler who must keep it all under control, Snuff is a dark, wild, and

lethally funny novel that brings the presence of pornography in contemporary life into the realm of

literary fiction.
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Palahniuk delivers another entertaining and cynical social commentary on American materialism

and gluttony. In her final pornographic performance, Cassie Wright has decided to be on the

receiving end of a 600-man gangbang. Neither Cassie nor the men waiting for their chance with her

expect her to survive. But some of the men have very different ideas about what this encounter will

mean for them in their personal and professional lives. Todd McLaren does an excellent job voicing

the many different first-person accounts. Whether reading the accounts of Cassie's assistant, an

aging stud or the Cassie's presumptive abandoned son, McLaren finds a complementary voice for

each and keeps them consistent throughout. Given the raunchy discussions of sex and the sinister

elements that are often associated with the porn industry, McLaren's gritty voice adds the needed

edge to this seedy but interesting novel. A Doubleday hardcover (Reviews, Feb. 11). (May)

Copyright Ã‚Â© Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.



--This text refers to the Audio CD edition.

Palahniuk has followed his tendency towards sensationalism to its logical conclusion and written a

novel about a pornographic film, to mixed reactions. Naysayers wrote that Snuff either failed in its

satirical role or, worse, Palahniuk has simply run out of ideas and only wants to make readers

cringe. Yet other reviewers felt that, as in previous novels, PalahniukÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s strong,

character-driven explorations of the unseemly actually reveal a great deal about our society.

Certainly, he riffs cleverly on CassieÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s cinematic history (Ã¢â‚¬Å“Gropes of Wrath,Ã¢â‚¬Â•

for example). But PalahniukÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s play on movies and literature in the context of this novel

perhaps points to an important question raised by the New York Times Book Review: Ã¢â‚¬Å“What

the hell is going on? The country that produced Melville, Twain and James now venerates King,

Crichton, Grisham, Sebold and Palahniuk.Ã¢â‚¬Â•Copyright Ã‚Â© 2004 Phillips & Nelson Media,

Inc. --This text refers to the Audio CD edition.

Cassie Wright is a porn star at the end of her career. She wants to retire and go out with a bang.

Her personal assistant suggests she try to break the record for the most sexual acts performed in

one day, by performing sexual acts with 600 men in one day. This narrative is told from the view

points of 3 of these men and Ms. Wright's personal assistant, Sheila.This is the third novel by author

Chuck Palahniuk and once again he proves why he should be crowned the king of the bizarre sides

of the human psyche. While his tales aren't necessarily horror in the scary sense, they are definitely

horror in the fact that they are so disturbing that they will stay with you for a long time to come. This

is the second story I've read by him that delves into the twisted dark vortex of sexual deviancy.

Palahniuk has a way of opening up the human mind and showing the readers the real darkness that

can lie within. There is a lot of strong language and extremely graphic sexual scenes dealing with

the porn industry so go into this book knowing this. The other thing I noted was that I wish there was

at least one chapter told from the point of view of Cassie. We catch a glimpse of her through her

conversations with her personal assistant but I felt it could use a bit more. I gave this one a 4 out of

5. The characters are well developed and though I speculated on the outcome of this plot as it

unravelled I was still surprised by the ending. From beginning to end, I kept being shocked by things

that happened and it creeped me out knowing that these thoughts and acts could really happen. I

would recommend this book to anyone who is a fan of Mr. Palahniuk and to those that like to be

shocked and are not easily offended.



I bought this book years ago when I had read a lot of Palahniuk's stuff and enjoyed it a lot. For some

reason this one sat on my bookshelf unread for a long time. I did not miss much. The story is

completely unentertaining. It is told through the eyes of a handful of different people at a

pornography production, not one of them is interesting for any reason. I got the sense that they were

all damaged passengers on a screwed up train heading towards an inevitable tragic collision, which

I guess is an appropriate metaphor for the types of people who would show up to be involved in the

sort of production for which they've all assembled.

Chances are, if you read Chuck Palahniuk, you are not easily grossed or skeeved out by

not-so-ordinary material. (If you are perturbed by such things, I'd strongly suggest not to read the

rest of this review).Palahniuk's "Snuff", however, has disappointed many a die-hard fan with the lack

of substance and the feeling of being hit over the head with so many porn references, you actually

feel a bit filthy when you're done reading it."Snuff" is a story told from the different perspectives of

"Sheila", "Mr. 600", "Mr. 72", and "Mr. 137", all playing a role in the production of World Whore

Three, a film that aging porn queen Cassie Wright, (the fictional equivalent to Jenna Jameson), is

trying to film as a final hurrah. In it, Cassie will attempt to film the blowout of her career by having

sex with 600 different men. The common idea is that Cassie will die by the end of the production,

figuring the human body cannot take so much action, but someone may have a plan to kill her

before that happens. Either way, they'll all go down in history for being a part of this, so it doesn't

matter when she dies, right?The entire story takes place mainly in the greenroom of this porn

production, where 600 men are standing around naked, waiting for their turn with Cassie. They all

have their numbers written on their arm and await "Sheila's", (the wrangler's), cattle call to bring

them in for their 15 seconds of fame. During their waiting period, they try to get to know each other a

bit better to pass the time and end up discovering things about each other that they would rather not

have known in the first place.The book focuses more on "Mr. 600", "Mr. 72" and "Mr. 137", mainly

because each of them has a larger reason for being there than to just be part of the production. "Mr.

600" is a fellow aging porn star who starts off the narration in this book. He is the one who

introduced Cassie Wright to the world of porn in the first place and he hasn't quite come to terms

with the fact that he isn't as young as he used to be. He's been in the business a long time, which

gives him the right to judge everyone else in the room while he shaves the tiniest hairs off of every

inch of his body."Sheila" is the wrangler who is gathering up three men at a time to go in and have

their few seconds with Cassie. She has been a personal assistant to Cassie in the past, and it is

through their interaction that we get our only tidbits of trivia in the book. She helped Cassie set up



this production and pick the actors whom she'd be with on film."Mr. 72" is a sad character whose

sex life was ruined when he was younger. He spent a lot of time fantasizing over Cassie as a young

man, going so far as to work extra hard at odd jobs to save up enough money for a life-size, realistic

blow-up doll of her, only to find out from his adopted mother, while still in the act with the doll, that

Cassie is supposedly his real-life mother. He has come to this production, bouquet of roses in hand,

to try and save her from the life she has lived."Mr. 137" is a has-been television star who is hoping

to start anew by asking for Cassie's hand in marriage and selling their life together as a reality

television show. He has done some things in his past he wasn't proud of, like starred in a

homosexual gangbang porn film, and when he tried to tell his father that he was gay, his father

refused to hear it, saying that the son only felt that way because his father touched him when he

was younger. The other men in the greenroom speculate from his appearance that he might be

diseased.The problem with this book, as opposed to other Palahniuk novels is that it almost feels

rushed. You want so much more from these characters, to understand them better, but you only get

a vague sense of their characters from minor experiences in their pasts that provide a small inkling

into their possibly deeper interiors. The satire for which Palahniuk is so well known is still apparent,

but the story seems to actually become a satire of itself.This is a very short read with larger type that

fools you into thinking the book is longer based on its thicker pages. This book gives off the

impression that it should have been a novella, but was marketed as a novel. Also, the trivia facts

that always make Palahniuk's books gleam and make even a weaker story worth the read are few

and far between in this book. The taste Palahniuk does give you comes mostly from Cassie, a

source not entirely intelligent and quite apathetic, which has you questioning the credibility of these

so-called "facts".If you have never read Palahniuk before, you should not start with this book. The

better choices would be the obvious "Fight Club" or "Invisible Monsters".

This is not a book to read if you're looking for something profound. This is nothing but some literary

fun. all sorts of hijinks from beginning to end and a surprise ending. Classic Chuck. 10/10.

I'm unsure as to why 'Snuff' is deemed as one of Chuck's worst - behind all the obvious sex and filth

is actual depth, if you're willing to venture into the tragic and tortured souls of all the characters. The

plot is fairly simple (albeit raunchy) yet none of the characters are easy to understand because they

all have darkly evolved psyches and motives. All the bad reviews are likely a consequence of

Chuck's fans not seeing a replica of 'Fight Club'.. Please, get over it. Chuck has reinvented himself

and evolved as a writer - his creative thought process has expanded beyond Tyler Durden, which



isn't such a bad thing. The characters who appear here are deeply troubled, have individual

struggles they intend to resolve, and are all somehow interconnected in an unobvious way. It's

highly recommended for those who are able to examine human nature beyond the surface - THAT

is what Chuck wanted to exemplify here.

My name is Amy Aguilar and this book was a complete bad-ass read. Its gross and delightful at the

same time, there are grotesque essences to it but it is definitely one of a kind. I really enjoyed this

book, i think chuck is an amazing author. I was really anticipating reading this book because i both

read and watched fight club and though it was a brilliant peice of work. Snuff is the type book that

you will not be able to put down, i found myself grossed out as i continued reading but highly

intrigued at the same time as well.
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